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1 . THE GSA CURRENTLY HAS AVAILABLE FOR DISPOSAL ABOUT 300 
TONS OF TIN, THE RESIDUAL FROM PREVIOUS DISPOSAL AUTHO- 
RIZATIONS FROM CONGRESS, WHICH THEY ARE CONTINUING TO 
SELL. ANOTHER 168,000 TONS HAS BEEN DECLARED IN EXCESS 

OF STOCKPILE GOALS BUT IS NOT AUTHORIZED FOR DISPOSAL. 

THE ADMINISTRATION HAS SUBMITTED DRAFT LEGISLATION (HR 
9486, S 2181) CALLING FOR THE UTILIZATION OF UP TO 5,000 
TONS OF SURPLUS TIN FOR OUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE BUFFER 
STOCK OF THE INTERNATIONAL TIN COUNCIL. CONGRESSIONAL 
HEARINGS ON THE BILL ARE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN FEB. 14. THE 
MOLLOHAN BILL (HR 2723), WHICH WOULD AUTHORIZE THE DISPOSAL 
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OF 30,000 TONS OF TIN FROM THE STOCKPILE SURPLUS, IS 
ALSO AWAITING COMMITTEE ACTION. THE ADMINISTRATION HAS 
NOT YET TAKEN A POSITION ON THAT BILL. 

2. THE ADMINISTRATION WILL SUBMIT TO CONGRESS ON OR ABOUT 
JANUARY 23 THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FY 1979 (AND A SUPPLE- 
MENTAL BUDGET FOR FY 1978). THE BUDGETS WILL INCLUDE 
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GLOBAL FIGURES FOR STOCKPILE ACQUISITIONS AND DISPOSALS, 

BUT WE UNDERSTAND INDIVIDUAL COMMODITY FIGURES WILL 
NOT BE INCLUDED. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL/EXDIS. THE ADMINI- 
STRATION IS PLANNING GSA TIN SALES DURING 1978 AND FY 
1979. NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE REGARDING THE 
LEVEL. WE ANTICIPATE NECESSARY AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION 
WILL BE SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS THIS SPRING. AT THIS 
TIME, WE CANNOT PREDICT WHEN CONGRESS MIGHT ACT ON 
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION OR WHEN GSA SALES MIGHT ACTUALLY 
BEGIN. THESE DISPOSALS WOULD BE SEPARATE FROM ANY U.S. 
CONTRIBUTION TO ITC BUFFER STOCK, OR DISPOSALS UNDER 
THE MOLLOHAN BILL IF IT SHOULD PASS. ENDCONFIDENTIAL. 

3. IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITIES OUTLINED REFTEL, DEPT 
RECOMMENDS THAT YOU CONTINUE TO HANDLE TIN STOCKPILE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH BOLIVIANS ALONG LINES OUTLINED PARAGRAPH 
2 REFTEL. YOU MIGHT ADD THAT MATERIALS FOR DISPOSALS AND 
THEIR QUANTITIES WILL BE MADE PUBLIC AT TIME AUTHORIZING 
LEGISLATION IS CONSIDERED. YOU MIGHT ALSO ADD THAT 
U.S. CONTINUES TO TAKE ITC STOCKPILE CONSULTATION PRO- 
VISIONS VERY SERIOUSLY. CONSULTATIONS WITHIN ITC AND 
BILATERALLY WITH INTERESTED GOVERNMENTS WILL BE HELD 
ON ANY GSA SALES. THE DEPARTMENT WILL CONSULT WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BOLIVIA, THROUGH ITS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, 
ON ANY SALES WHICH MIGHT AFFECT BOLIVIA. CHRISTOPHER 
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